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Key points

• Rapid and recent development of higher education and research system

• A diversity of higher education institutions
• not (just) a binary system

• different histories, path dependencies and capacities

• A mature and ambitious Government strategy for research and innovation
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The economic context
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A short history of research investment
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Institutions
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1592 Trinity College Dublin (TCD)

1847 University College Cork (UCC)
University of Galway (UoG)

1854 University College Dublin (UCD)

1989 Dublin City University DCU
University of Limerick UL

1997 Maynooth University (MU)

2019- TU Dublin
South East TU
Munster TU
TU Shannon
Atlantic TU

NIHE

St Patrick’s College Maynooth

Institutes of 
Technology

Regional Technical Colleges



A diversity of institutions
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Old University

New University

Health Sciences University

Technological University

Institute of Technology

Art & Design Sector



Impact 2030
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Broad tangible impact

Cohesive ecosystem

Enterprise partnership

Talent and skills

International collaboration

Increased investment



New Research Agency
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A landmark Research Bill will be brought 
to Government to create a new 
competitive research and innovation 
funding agency, combining and building 
on the missions of the Irish Research 
Council and Science Foundation Ireland. 
This is an exciting opportunity to place 
all research areas on an equal and 
statutory footing and to drive a step-
change in interdisciplinary research 
activity.



IRC and SFI portfolios
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AHSS
Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences (AHSS)

STEMM
Science Technology Engineering Mathematics Medicine

€100k

€1m

€25m

IRC
€47m

SFI
€240m

• SFI: STEMM only, PI 
grants (€250k - €1m) to 
major research centres 
(€25m)

• IRC: All disciplines, 
focused on talent 
development and PI 
awards (€100k-€1m)

• Both agencies: strong 
commitment to 
enterprise collaboration



Strategic priorities

• Research and scholarship of international quality and value
• Excellence: quality, rigour, originality, creativity, integrity, importance, value
• Impact: recognising the full range of outputs, outcomes, effects, artefacts

• Talent and skills
• support talent of all types, across all career stages, in all research settings, building capacity 

in all parts of the research and higher education system 

• Engagement and partnership

• Innovation
• the gap between research/scholarship and application/policy

• International collaboration

• Long-term stable State investment
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Future programme portfolio

• Projects
• Foster talent, discovery, creativity and diversity across all disciplines and career stages
• Establish a strong fundamental research base 
• Promote challenge research, engaged research, interdisciplinary research and innovation

• Programmes
• Collaborative research programmes of very high quality, rigour and originality

• Centres
• Multi-institutional collaborative research at scale with deep industry collaboration and 

engagement 

• National Institutes
• A large multi-institutional research centre with its own focused mission, with an additional remit 

to build networks and collaboration in a broad mission area (eg digital transition, green transition) 
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Research Centres

• Critical mass of outstanding researchers focused on a common mission

• Deep collaboration with enterprise (and the public service)

• Internationally competitive

• Leverage significant EU funding

• Transformative impact on research capacity and national and international 
collaboration in mission area

• Pivots, develops, reforms, downscales or retires after 8 years

• Currently STEM, will pilot AHSS-appropriate model in 2024
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Research Centres: current landscape

13

ICTMaterials /ManufacturingPharma/MedTech Energy/EnvironmentFood

Climate
Co-Centre

Sustainable
Food

Co-Centre
* 2016 cohort: awarded Phase 2 funding  
2024-2030
** 2016 cohort declined Phase 2 funding
All others 2012/13 funding ends 2025/26

*

*

*

*

*

**



Co-centres

• To establish interinstitutional centres of excellence across Ireland, NI, and GB

• Two themes: Climate and Sustainable & Resilient Food Systems.

• Total Government investment of €74million over 6 years: DAERA (up to £17m),

SFI (up to €40m) and UKRI (up to £12m), to support joint research over 6 years.
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Key points

• Rapid and recent development of higher education and research system

• A diversity of higher education institutions
• not (just) a binary system

• different histories, path dependencies and capacities

• A mature and ambitious Government strategy for research and innovation
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